Absence of cell surface fixation of a monoclonal antibody detectable by conventional immunoassays does not exclude expression of and interaction with the corresponding antigenic determinant.
No specific binding of anti-HLA class I B.10.6 monoclonal antibody (mAb) could be demonstrated by cell surface radioimmunoassay and cytofluorographic studies at the surface of murine transformed L cells expressing HLA-A3 or Cw3 molecules. However, specific interaction of this antibody with these molecules at the surface of these transformed cells was indirectly established, since it inhibited specifically the binding to the same HLA class I molecules of other anti-HLA class I mAb. Therefore, the absence of detectable binding of mAb, in conventional immunoassays, does not exclude expression by these cells of the corresponding antigenic determinant.